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SYNOPSIS 
 

Millennium Films and Bleiberg Entertainment bring the story of notorious contract 

killer Richard Kuklinski, nicknamed “The Iceman,” to the big screen. Inspired by actual 

events, The Iceman stars Academy Award® nominee Michael Shannon (Revolutionary 

Road, “Boardwalk Empire”) as the real-life hitman who in 1986 was convicted of 

murdering 100 men for various crime organizations around the New York area. The 

compelling twist to Kuklinski’s story was that he was also a devoted husband and father 

whose family was unaware of his real profession until his arrest.  

The Iceman follows Richard Kuklinski (Michael Shannon) from his early days in 

the mob until his arrest in 1986. Appearing to be living the American dream with his 

beautiful wife, Deborah Pellicotti (Winona Ryder) and their children, in reality he is a 

killer-for-hire able to keep his “job” hidden from his family. When he is finally arrested by 

the feds in 1986, neither his wife and daughters nor their neighbors have any clue that 

he is a murderer. Why did he do it and how did he get away with it for so long? 

Co-starring Academy Award nominee Winona Ryder (Black Swan) and Chris 

Evans (Avengers, Captain America), The Iceman is directed by Ariel Vromen (Danika) 

from a script he wrote with Morgan Land (Rx). Ray Liotta (Goodfellas), David 

Schwimmer (“Friends”), Robert Davi (“Profiler”) and Danny Abeckaser (Alpha Dog) 

round out the cast. The film features cameo appearances by Stephen Dorff (Public 

Enemies) and James Franco (127 Hours).  

The movie is produced by Ehud Bleiberg (The Bands Visit, Adam Resurrected), 

Avi Lerner (The Expendables, The Expendables 2), and Ariel Vromen. Executive 

producers are René Besson (The Mechanic), John Thompson (The Expendables), 

Trevor Short (The Mechanic), Danny Dimbort (Texas Chainsaw Massacre 3D), Boaz 

Davidson (the upcoming Killing Season), Mark Gill (Law Abiding Citizen), Laura Rister 

(Margin Call) and Lati Grobman (Righteous Kill). Juan Mas (Straight A’s) is the co-

producer. 

The behind-the-scenes team includes cinematographer Bobby Bukowski (The 

Messenger), production designer Nathan Amondson (Drive Angry), costume designer 
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Donna Zakowska (“John Adams”) and editor Danny Rafic, who reteams with director 

Ariel Vromen for a third time, having also edited Danika and Vromen’s first film, Rx.  

The film was shot primarily in Shreveport, Louisiana, where Millennium Films 

owns a studio. The city doubled for New Jersey and New York, with the action set in a 

period that spanned from the 1960s through the late 1980s. Filming began on 

December 15, 2011, and wrapped on January 28, 2012. In addition, one day of filming 

took place on the streets of New York in April 2012. 

 
ABOUT THE STORY 

 
After growing up under the iron hand of an abusive father, Richard Kuklinski 

(MICHAEL SHANNON) is no stranger to violence. Of Polish descent, he is cold, tough 

as nails, and has an uncanny ability to stay calm in the midst of chaos. He’s also 

determined to create a family that’s nothing like the one he grew up in. So when in 1964 

he marries his first and only love, Deborah Pellicotti (WINONA RYDER), he is fiercely 

protective of her and the family they will build together. 

There’s something else that’s unique about Kuklinski: he has a supreme ability to 

compartmentalize the polarized worlds he lives in. It’s a trait first glimpsed in his 

decision to hide his occupation from Deborah. To support her and their young baby, he 

dubs porn movies that are distributed by the Mafia. But he tells Deborah he works in 

animation. What she doesn’t know won’t hurt her. It’s also seen in the hyper-violent 

tendencies Deborah knows nothing about, like his deft slaughter of a bar patron who 

speaks disrespectfully of Deborah. 

Kuklinski’s career prospects expand when mob boss Roy Demeo (RAY LIOTTA) 

and his minions Josh Rosenthal (DAVID SCHWIMMER) and Mickey Scicoli (JOHN 

VENTIMIGLIA) barge into Kuklinski’s workplace as he is leaving one night. Their plan is 

to exact a harsh punishment on the Pole for being late on a delivery, even though they 

fudged the deadline at the last minute. But Kuklinski surprises them—and impresses 

Demeo—by standing his ground and showing he’s more than capable of taking care of 

himself. 

Recognizing that Kuklinski’s talents can be better used in other ways than 

dubbing porn movies, Demeo taps him to be his personal hitman. For Kuklinski, who 
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has another baby on the way, the better-paying job couldn’t be more timely and the fact 

that it involves killing other human beings in the grisliest of ways is not an issue; he’s 

already built a firewall between his work and his family life. 

The new job soon pays off. The family’s lifestyle improves drastically. They have 

a beautiful home and they can afford to send their two daughters to a wonderful private 

school. Deborah thinks her husband has landed a job on Wall Street, and he sees no 

reason to tell her otherwise. 

Enter the 1970s, and the hitman profession is undergoing changes. That’s when 

Kuklinski encounters Mr. Freezy (CHRIS EVANS), another hitman who poses as an ice-

cream vendor by day and uses the freezers in his truck to store the bodies of his 

victims. Demeo has hired both men to carry out the same hit—evidence that he doesn’t 

trust either to do the job alone. Realizing that they can’t trust Demeo in the changing 

landscape of the new decade, the unlikely duo teams up, figuring they’ll do better 

together than alone. 

Mr. Freezy’s methods of dispensing with his victims are very different from 

Kuklinski’s. After killing them using anything from explosives to cyanide, Mr. Freezy 

stores the corpses in his ice-cream truck, dumping them months or years later to 

confuse the police about when and where the murders occurred. By collaborating, 

Kuklinski and Mr. Freezy build up quite a business while managing to keep their 

operation secret. 

But as the 1970s roll into the 1980s, things begin to sour between Kuklinski and 

Mr. Freezy. The various crime families are now handling their executions through 

internal sources and aren’t hiring the two freelancers as frequently. Money is tight, even 

in the business of murder. Can Kuklinski adapt and keep his family intact? Something 

has to give, but what? 

 
A MOVIE IS BORN 

 
In 1992, HBO aired the disturbing documentary, “The Iceman: Confessions of a 

Mafia Hitman.” It was a series of one-on-one interviews with Richard Kuklinski, a known 

contract killer, who was serving a life sentence in a New Jersey prison for killing 100 
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men. In the documentary, Kuklinski details how he committed the murders, showing no 

remorse except when he talks about his family, who had no idea of his heinous acts 

until his arrest in 1986. 

The haunting documentary mesmerized filmmaker Ariel Vromen, who had 

directed two movies at that point in his career, one of them being the well-received 

Danika, which starred Marisa Tomei and won Best Feature Film at the San Diego Film 

Festival in 2006. “I was amazed by the story,” Vromen recalls. “The weirdest feeling that 

I had was that I liked the guy.” 

Convinced that Kuklinski’s life contained the seeds of a compelling story, Vromen 

teamed up with writing partner Morgan Land (Rx) to pen the screenplay The Iceman. 

Determined to direct the project, he then reached out to veteran producer Ehud Bleiberg 

(The Band’s Visit, Adam Resurrected), whom he had previously met with for another 

project. Bleiberg, who has produced more than 30 films, was moved by Vromen’s 

passion and recognized the potential for an intriguing portrayal of a man who somehow 

managed to balance two wildly conflicting realities. 

“Here was this guy who has some experience in his childhood that caused him, 

from my point of view, to do things that normal people don’t do,” Bleiberg explains. “He 

could kill people without blinking—no feeling, no anything. That was one part of the 

story. The other part of the story was the family. What does the family know? A guy 

comes home from work after he kills someone. It’s hard to believe how he could live 

with his family while doing these terrible things. His balance of the two worlds interested 

me very much.” 

Believing in Vromen and his story, Bleiberg was on board. However, mindful of 

Vromen’s short track record as a director, the producer needed a way to showcase 

Vromen’s directorial chops for potential investors. Bleiberg and Vromen settled on the 

novel idea of doing a screen test of one of the script’s most crucial scenes. For Vromen, 

casting the scene was as critical as any other skill in his director’s toolkit.  

 “I realized that in order to showcase anything at that stage, it was most important 

to show that I have a good eye for choosing who I want to star in this film,” the director 

says. 



	  

	   6	  

For Vromen, there was only one actor who was capable of playing the role of 

Kuklinski—Michael Shannon (Revolutionary Road, “Boardwalk Empire”). “I became 

obsessed about him doing that role,” Vromen says, adding that he first met the 

Academy Award-nominated actor at an Oscar® party and told him he’d started writing 

the script about Kuklinski. “He didn’t know about the story but he was very intrigued,” 

Vromen recalls. 

A couple of years later, Vromen ran into Shannon again, this time sitting next to 

him at a restaurant bar. Vromen brought up the project and floated the idea of Shannon 

playing Kuklinski in the screen test, which was to be a one-day shoot in Los Angeles. 

Shannon agreed. 

“Michael walked into my house the day before we shot it,” Vromen says. “He 

thought he was doing a test against a wall and would read a couple of lines. So when 

someone put a moustache on him and a costume, and then the next day he saw that 

we had a little set organized, that was pretty impressive. I think that’s what made him 

understand it was something that we all were serious about.” 

Shannon did the test scene, which has since been posted on YouTube, where it 

has garnered almost 200,000 views. “It was an opportunity for Ariel to get a little warm-

up because he wanted to make this film for such a long time,” Shannon says. “I think it 

was good to get that practice run and see what it was like. And it was a lot of fun.” 

Although the scene ran for just four minutes, Shannon’s performance so 

impressed Vromen and Bleiberg that they knew they’d found their man. “We spent a lot 

of money for that day of shooting, like a regular day on the shoot for a film,” Bleiberg 

says. “But when we saw Michael’s performance, we’re like, ‘This is the Iceman!’” 

Vromen concurs: “It was almost like the role was meant for him. No one else could play 

that role. Luckily, Ehud supported me on that.” 

The test scene served the dual purpose of confirming Shannon as the right man 

for the part and helping Bleiberg secure the much needed financing from Millennium 

Films—even though Shannon was not yet widely recognized as the star he is today.  

 “To my eyes, Michael Shannon was already a star, and unbelievable at that, but 

he wasn’t known by the people who would want to put that kind of money into a movie,” 

Bleiberg says. 
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To get around that issue, the filmmakers’ strategy was to surround Shannon with 

a supporting cast of A-list actors that would be more familiar to investors. But they 

needn’t have worried; HBO’s “Boardwalk Empire” became a hit with Shannon in the 

riveting role of FBI Agent Nelson Van Alden. Now, other name actors wanted the 

opportunity to work with Shannon and agreed to review the script, knowing he was 

attached to star. “It was almost perfect timing,” Vromen says.  

For the challenging role of Kuklinski’s wife, Deborah, the filmmakers cast Winona 

Ryder. 

“Winona was fantastic,” Shannon says. “It’s a very difficult role she was playing. 

It’s hard for people to believe that Richard could have kept his violent job a secret from 

his family. That was something that Winona had to wrestle with, but she’s got a really 

big heart and throws herself into what she does. You just feel for her every time she is 

on screen; you feel what she is going through.” 

Ryder says she has always been a fan of mob films like The Godfather, but The 
Iceman offers a different take on the genre. “It goes right into the very core of questions 

about right and wrong and humanity. Can someone that’s capable of so much death 

and destruction and brutality also be capable of the tremendous love for his family? 

That alone is a very intense question. For Kuklinski, it was just business. For us, it is 

monstrous. Michael has played unhinged characters before, but this is a very interesting 

portrait painted across his face. It’s unique and very complicated, and there is heart in 

there and also terror.” 

Ryder says she was blown away by the experience of working with Shannon.  

“Michael Shannon is one of the best actors that I’ve ever worked with and I’ve 

worked with some pretty great actors,” she says. “Every once in a while, someone 

comes along and you feel like they’re almost yanking you by your throat into the actual 

moment of the scene and it just wakes you up. It’s exhilarating and it’s intoxicating and 

it’s very inspiring to watch someone sort of walk into the fire, and in this case into the 

very core primal place of our humanity.” 

Ryder says Shannon’s performance in a sense made her fall in love with acting 

again.  
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“His skills and his talent are stunning,” the actress says. “I don’t remember a 

moment in any scene where he wasn’t just completely present and, when someone is 

like that, it forces you to be as well and it’s an amazing feeling. You sort of look for that 

for the rest of your life.” 

Ryder says she first became aware of the magnitude of Shannon’s talent through 

his role in the 1999 drama Jesus’ Son and was excited when she met with Vromen and 

he told her that Shannon was on board to play Kuklinski. 

“I really liked Vromen’s take on the film in the sense that he really wanted to go 

into the duality of the character obviously, but also he wanted to make a comment on 

the way people live in denial, which has more to do with my character. We all have lived 

in denial in one way or another. This just takes it to a very different level.” 

That aspect of the Deborah Pellicotti character made it very challenging for 

Ryder to prepare for the role because so much information about Kuklinski was 

available for people to read online and in books. 

“I had to shut myself off from all of that,” Ryder recalls. “I sort of had to unlearn 

anything that I knew about him, I had to do the opposite of what I usually do, which is 

research. I had to take out all of the pages in the script that I wasn’t in or that my 

character wouldn’t know. I had a Sharpie and I would just cross out anything that my 

character was either in denial of or unaware of.” 

In a curious way, this approach helped Ryder get into her character’s skin. “In a 

way, it was almost a good thing because I think Deborah was doing that—she was 

unlearning, she wasn’t asking any questions, she was pretending like she didn’t know 

things to a certain extent. So there’s a parallel there in the way I approached it and the 

way she was living her life.” 

For the role of Mr. Freezy, Chris Evans, who played Captain America in this 

summer’s blockbuster, The Avengers, came in for two weeks. Evans lists Shannon 

among his favorite actors working today.  

“It’s amazing when you get the chance to work with someone who is so fantastic, 

who you respect so much,” Evans says of Shannon. “It’s a little intimidating because 

Michael’s so good. His commitment to authenticity and to the truth is real. He has such 

artistic integrity and sets the bar high, which is fantastic. He’s not going to do it if it’s not 



	  

	   9	  

right. It’s a great experience as an actor to learn from someone like that, to watch their 

process and understand where they refuse to compromise.” 

For his part, Shannon says he and Evans shared a good camaraderie on set. 

“He was very creative and full of energy and very serious about what he was doing,” 

Shannon recalls. “He really contributed a lot to the picture—even to enabling it to 

happen in the first place.” 

Other actors who joined the cast include Ray Liotta (Goodfellas), David 

Schwimmer (“Friends”), John Ventimiglia (“The Sopranos”), Jay Giannone (Safe) and 

Robert Davi (“Profiler”). In addition, Stephen Dorff (Public Enemies) and James Franco 

(127 Hours) each worked one day, making cameo appearances in key roles opposite 

Shannon. 

For Vromen, being able to direct this movie was a dream come true. “It’s so 

difficult to do an independent movie, so to speak, but here we’ve done it,” he says. 

The result, Bleiberg says, is no regular mob movie. “Richard Kuklinski was not 

part of The Family; he was an outside contractor. He was contradictory. He was a family 

man with his family, but on the other side he was different. He killed people so that no 

one knew they had been killed. He operated for two decades without anyone knowing 

who he was.” 

As for the impact of the movie, Bleiberg predicts that the unsettling dichotomy 

embodied in Kuklinski will work overtime on audiences’ minds and emotions after they 

see the film: “They will wake up in the middle of the night and think, ‘How did Richard 

Kuklinski go for two decades killing people and no one knew what he did?’”  

Evans concurs. “I love true stories, first and foremost,” the actor says. “But I think 

any time that you have a story about someone who’s done things that are so foreign to 

the majority of us, it’s just mind-blowing to watch them—to see one human’s capacity to 

commit evil. For me, that’s the stuff I go to the movies to see; that’s the compelling 

drama.” 

As for his experience playing such a twisted title role, Shannon waxes 

philosophical: “I guess any time I take a job, I’m not afraid to dig into something, no 

matter how ugly it may be. To me, that’s where the stories are—that ugly, dark, 
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confused place. Those, unfortunately, for better or for worse, tend to be the most 

interesting stories. People are fascinated by them.” 

The actor says the film is like a portrait. “Any time that you look at a portrait, it’s 

just a deeper understanding of whatever it is that you’re looking at,” he says. “The value 

of making this movie is to give you some idea of what Richard Kuklinski’s life might 

have been like. Here’s a fellow that people are intrigued by and want to know more 

about. Hopefully, we’re giving them that insight.” 

 
ABOUT THE CAST 

 
 Academy Award nominee MICHAEL SHANNON (Richard Kuklinski) is making 

his mark working with many of the industry's most honored talents and treading the 

boards in the world's most respected theatres.	  

 Shannon is currently starring in Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya at the Soho Rep 

Theatre. Directed by Sam Gold in conjunction with playwright Annie Baker, Shannon 

portrays ‘Doctor Astrov’ alongside a top-notch cast that includes Reed Birney, Merritt 

Wever, Maria Dizzia, and Georgia Engel. The intimate and immersive production has 

earned rave reviews and extended its run in response to sold-out houses.	  

 Upcoming, Shannon stars in David Koepp's Premium Rush, opposite Joseph 

Gordon-Levitt. The film is an action story set in New York City, centering on a bike 

messenger who picks up a package at Columbia University and subsequently catches 

the attention of a dirty cop. Sony Pictures will release the film on August 24, 2012.	  

 This fall, Shannon will be making his Broadway debut in Grace, reuniting with 

Award-winning writer Craig Wright and director Dexter Bullard. He will be starring 

alongside Paul Rudd, Kate Arrington, and Ed Asner in this highly anticipated production 

at The Cort Theatre. The play follows a wide-eyed young couple as they look to start a 

new life in Florida and become entangled with their agitated neighbor.	  

 Recently, Shannon wrapped lensing on Ariel Vromen's The Iceman opposite 

Chris Evans, Winona Ryder and Ray Liotta. The independent film follows the true story 

of mob killer Richard Kuklinski, played by Shannon. The film will soon premiere at both 

the Venice and Toronto International Film Festivals.	  
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 Following that, he will be seen Zack Snyder's much anticipated Superman 

reboot, Man of Steel, starring as 'General Zod,' opposite Henry Cavill, Amy Adams and 

Diane Lane. Warner Bros. will release the film June 14, 2013.	  

 Shannon will also soon appear in Jeff Nichols’ third feature film, Mud, opposite 

Matthew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, Sam Shepard, and Sarah Paulson. The 

film is a coming-of-age drama about two fourteen-year-old boys who encounter a 

mysterious fugitive hiding out on an island in Mississippi.  Intrigued by this man, they 

enter into a pact to help him evade capture and reconnect with the love of his life.  Mud 

recently premiered at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. 	  

 Shannon is currently in production on season three of Martin Scorsese's HBO 

series, Boardwalk Empire, co-starring Steve Buscemi and Kelly Macdonald. Based on 

Nelson Johnson's book of the same name, the series centers on an Atlantic City liquor 

distribution ring at the onset of Prohibition. In the series, Shannon portrays 'Nelson Van 

Alden,' a dedicated senior agent with the Treasury Department who has a strong 

interest in controlling bootlegging. The show won a 2011 Golden Globe award for 'Best 

Television Series - Drama' as well as 2011 and 2012 Screen Actors Guild awards for 

'Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series.’ In addition, it was 

nominated for Emmy awards for 'Outstanding Drama Series' in 2011 and 2012 and a 

2012 Golden Globe Award for ‘Best Television Series – Drama.’	  

 In 2011, Shannon was seen starring in Take Shelter, in which he re-teamed with 

director Jeff Nichols and plays opposite Jessica Chastain and Shea Whigham. In the 

film, he plays a working-class husband and father who questions whether his terrifying 

dreams of an apocalyptic storm signal something real to come or the onset of an 

inherited mental illness he's feared his whole life. The film premiered at the 2011 

Sundance Film Festival and won the Critics Week Grand Prize at the 2011 Cannes Film 

Festival. For his widely critically acclaimed performance, Shannon was nominated in the 

Best Actor category for a 2011 Film Independent Spirit Award. In his first collaboration 

with Jeff Nichols, Shannon starred as ‘Son Hayes' in Shotgun Stories.	  

Most notably, Shannon made his mark in an Oscar-nominated supporting role in 

Revolutionary Road, playing ‘John Givings', the psychologically troubled neighbor's son. 

Directed by Sam Mendes and adapted by Justin Haythe, the film stars Leonardo 
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DiCaprio, Kate Winslet, and Kathy Bates.	  

With over thirty roles in film, Shannon's credits include Liza Johnson's Return, 

Marc Forster's Machine Gun Preacher, Floria Sigismondi's The Runaways, Werner 

Herzog's My Son, My Son, What Have Ye Done and Bad Lieutenant, Sydney Lumet's 

Before the Devil Knows Your Dead, Oliver Stone's World Trade Center, William 

Friedkin's Bug, Curtis Hanson's Lucky You, Michael Bay's Bad Boys II, Curtis Hanson's 

8 Mile, David McNally's Kangaroo Jack, Cameron Crowe's Vanilla Sky, Michael Bay's 

Pearl Harbor, John Waters' Cecil B. DeMented, Noah Buschel's The Missing Person, 

and Shana Feste's The Greatest.	  

 For all his roles on screen, Shannon maintains a connection to theatre. In 2010, 

he led Craig Wright's off-Broadway play, Mistakes Were Made, at the Barrow Street 

Theater. Directed by Dexter Bullard, Shannon portrays ‘Felix Artifex,' a small time 

theatre producer, who gets in way over his fast-talking head when he takes on an epic 

about the French Revolution. The play received its world premiere at A Red Orchid 

Theatre in Chicago in 2009 with the same cast and director. The critically acclaimed 

production garnered numerous accolades for Shannon, including an 'Outstanding Lead 

Actor' Lortel Award nomination, an 'Outstanding Actor in a Play' Drama Desk Award 

nomination, an 'Outstanding Solo Performance' Outer Critics Award nomination, and a 

'Distinguished Performance' Drama League Award nomination as well as a listing on 

TIME MAGAZINE's 'Top 10 Everything of 2010' (Top 10 Plays and Musicals).	  

 Additional theatre credits include Our Town (Barrow Street Theatre), Lady 

(Rattlestick Theatre, The Metal Children (Vineyard Theatre), The Little Flower of East 

Orange (Public Theatre), The Pillowman (Steppenwolf Theatre), Bug (Barrow Street 

Theatre, Red Orchid Theatre and Gate Theatre), Man From Nebraska (Steppenwolf 

Theatre), Mr. Kolpert (Red Orchid Theatre), Killer Joe (SoHo Playhouse, Next Lab 

Theatre and Vaudeville Theatre), The Idiot (Lookingglass Theatre), The Killer (Red 

Orchid Theatre), and Woyzeck (Gate Theatre).	  

Michael Shannon grew up in Lexington, Kentucky and began his professional 

stage career in Chicago, Illinois. 
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WINONA RYDER (Deborah Pellicotti) is widely hailed as one of Hollywood’s 

most sought-after talents and classic beauties. This acclaimed actress has two 

Academy Award nominations and a Golden Globe Award to her credit. Ryder was 

recently seen in Darren Aronofsky’s supernatural thriller Black Swan, opposite Natalie 

Portman and Mila Kunis. Among its many accolades, the film received Oscar, Golden 

Globe and Screen Actors Guild award nominations. 

Ryder recently starred alongside James Franco in The Stare and lent her voice 

to Tim Burton’s much-anticipated stop-motion animated film Frankenweenie, a feature-

length adaptation of the live-action short Burton directed in 1984.  

Previously Ryder starred in Ron Howard’s comedy The Dilemma, alongside 

Vince Vaughn, Kevin James and Jennifer Connelly. She was also seen in Rebecca 

Miller’s The Private Lives of Pippa Lee, opposite Robin Wright Penn, Alan Arkin, Keanu 

Reeves and Julianne Moore, and in J.J. Abrams’ reboot Star Trek, with Chris Pine, 

Simon Pegg, Karl Urban and Eric Bana. 

For her performance as Jo in Little Women, Gillian Armstrong’s highly acclaimed 

version of the Louisa May Alcott classic, Ryder received an Academy Award nomination 

for Best Actress. The previous year, she was Oscar nominated and won the Golden 

Globe and National Board of Review awards for Best Supporting Actress, for her 

performance in Martin Scorsese’s drama The Age of Innocence. Ryder also received a 

Golden Globe nomination for Best Supporting Actress for Richard Benjamin’s 

Mermaids. 

In 1999 Ryder starred in and served as executive producer on the critically 

acclaimed Girl, Interrupted, based on the bestselling memoir and directed by James 

Mangold. While the film marked Ryder’s first feature as executive producer, she 

previously produced the documentary The Day My God Died, which depicted the 

human story behind the modern tragedy of child sex-trafficking in India.  

Noted for constantly challenging herself with each project, Ryder has worked with 

some of the most acclaimed directors in film today. Her other credits include Jean-

Pierre Jeunet’s Alien: Resurrection, Woody Allen’s Celebrity, Nicholas Hytner’s The 

Crucible, Billie August’s The House of the Spirits, Francis Ford Coppola’s Bram Stoker’s 

Dracula, Jim Jarmusch’s Night on Earth, Tim Burton’s Edward Scissorhands and 
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Beetlejuice, Michael Lehman’s Heathers, Ben Stiller’s Reality Bites, Al Pacino’s Looking 

for Richard, Joan Chen’s Autumn in New York, Janusz Kaminski’s Lost Souls, Jocelyn 

Moorehouse’s How to Make an American Quilt, David Wain’s The Ten and Richard 

Linklater’s A Scanner Darkly. 

On television Ryder lent her voice to both “The Simpsons” and “Dr. Katz.” She 

also narrated a Grammy-nominated album, “Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl.” 

Additionally, Ryder appeared in an episode of “Friends” and the season finale of 

“Strangers with Candy.”  

In 1997 Ryder was honored with ShoWest’s Female Star of the Year and the 

Motion Picture Club’s Female Star of the Year. She has also received an honorary 

degree from San Francisco’s American Conservatory Theater, served on the jury for the 

51st Annual Cannes International Film Festival under Martin Scorsese, and received the 

Peter J. Owens Award for “brilliance, independence and integrity” at the 2000 San 

Francisco Film Festival. Ryder was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

Ryder served on the board of trustees for the American Indian College Fund, 

which helps Native Americans preserve and protect their culture through education. She 

has been heavily involved with the KlaasKids Foundation since the organization’s 

inception in 1994. 

 

JAMES FRANCO’s (Marty Freeman) metamorphosis into the title role of the 

TNT biopic JAMES DEAN earned him career-making reviews, as well as a Golden 

Globe for Best Actor in a Motion Picture made for Television. He also received 

nominations for an Emmy and Screen Actors Guild Award for this memorable 

performance. Franco earned an Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead as well as 

nominations for an Academy Award, a Golden Globe Award and a Screen Actors Guild 

Award and recognition from numerous critics’ associations for his starring role in Danny 

Boyle’s critically acclaimed drama 127 HOURS. His performance alongside Sean Penn 

in Gus Van Sant’s MILK earned an Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting Actor 

and he was nominated for a Golden Globe for his role in David Gordon Green’s comedy 

PINEAPPLE EXPRESS, where he starred opposite Seth Rogen. He is also known for 

his starring role as Harry Osbourne in Sam Raimi’s SPIDER-MAN trilogy. 
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Franco was most recently seen in the successful reboot of the Planet of the Apes 

franchise RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES. He also recently starred opposite 

Danny McBride and Natalie Portman in David Gordon Green’s comedy YOUR 

HIGHNESS, Ryan Murphy’s EAT, PRAY, LOVE alongside Julia Roberts and he was a 

part of an all-star ensemble cast in Shawn Levy’s comedy DATE NIGHT. He will next be 

seen in Sam Raimi’s OZ: THE GREAT AND POWERFUL and CHILD OF GOD, which 

he also co-wrote and directed, and he just wrapped production on THE END OF THE 

WORLD with Jonah Hill and Seth Rogen. 

 Franco’s additional credits include Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman’s HOWL, 

where he played the famous poet Allen Ginsberg, George C. Wolfe’s NIGHTS IN 

RODANTHE; Paul Haggis’ IN THE VALLEY OF ELAH; Karen Moncrieff‘s ensemble 

drama THE DEAD GIRL; Tommy O’Haver’s drama AN AMERICAN CRIME; John Dahl’s 

THE GREAT RAID; Robert Altman’s THE COMPANY; as well as CITY BY THE SEA 

opposite Robert DeNiro and the Martin Scorsese produced DEUCES WILD. On 

television, he starred in the critically acclaimed series FREAKS AND GEEKS. 

He wrote, directed and starred in the features GOOD TIME MAX and THE APE. 

HERBERT WHITE, a short film in which he wrote and directed starring Michael 

Shannon, debuted at the Sundance Film Festival in 2010. THE FEAST OF THE 

STEPHEN, also written and directed by Franco, premiered and won a TEDDY award at 

the Berlin Film Festival. Additionally, Franco directed SATURDAY NIGHT, a 

documentary on the week-long production of a “Saturday Night Live” episode, which 

originally premiered at SXSW and THE CLERKS TALE, which premiered at Cannes. 

Franco recently wrote and directed a biography on poet Hart Crane called THE 

BROKEN TOWER, which premiered at the 2011 Los Angeles Film Festival and also 

directed SAL, a biography based on the life of Sal Mineo, which screened at the 2011 

Venice Film Festival. 

 
RAY LIOTTA (Roy Demeo) has more than 60 feature films to his credit, 

choosing diverse and challenging roles in both comedies and dramas. The role that 

brought Liotta his most widespread acclaim was his portrayal of real-life mobster Henry 
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Hill in Martin Scorsese’s classic Goodfellas, starring opposite Robert De Niro and Joe 

Pesci. His performance helped the film earn an Oscar nomination for Best Picture and 

solidified Liotta’s status with critics and the public alike. 

Liotta recently finished The Place Beyond the Pines for director Derek 

Cianfrance, co-starring Ryan Gosling and Bradley Cooper; Killing Them Softly, opposite 

Brad Pitt, for director Andrew Dominik; and The Details, opposite Tobey Maguire. He 

also had a fun cameo in the Judd Apatow-produced comedy Wanderlust, starring Paul 

Rudd and Jennifer Aniston.  

Other recent films include Date Night, opposite Tina Fey and Steve Carell; 

Observe and Report, with Seth Rogen, Youth in Revolt, opposite Michael Cera; Son of 

No One, with Channing Tatum and Al Pacino; Wild Hogs, alongside Tim Allen and John 

Travolta; and Smokin’ Aces, opposite Ryan Reynolds, for director Joe Carnahan. 

The actor began his career with a Golden Globe Award-nominated performance 

in Jonathan Demme’s Something Wild. He followed this by playing the title character of 

Eugene opposite Tom Hulce in Dominic and Eugene. Next, he played the iconic role of 

Shoeless Joe Jackson in the Oscar-nominated drama Field of Dreams. 

Liotta continued to create notable screen characters in films like Copland, 

opposite Robert De Niro and Harvey Keitel, for director James Mangold; Hannibal, 

opposite Anthony Hopkins, for director Ridley Scott; Heartbreakers, with Sigourney 

Weaver; and Blow, opposite Johnny Depp.  

Liotta then produced and starred in the intense cop drama Narc, for director Joe 

Carnahan. The film received critical acclaim and earned Liotta an Independent Spirit 

Award nomination for his searing performance.  
On the small screen, Liotta made a guest appearance on the drama “ER” that 

won him an Emmy for Best Guest Actor. Liotta starred in HBO’s “The Rat Pack” as 

Frank Sinatra, receiving a Screen Actors Guild nomination for Best Actor. 

For his 2004 Broadway debut opposite Frank Langella in Stephen Belber’s 

“Match,” Liotta received Distinguished Performance honors at the 70th Annual Drama 

League Awards.  

A New Jersey native, Liotta began acting while a student at the University of 

Miami. He now resides in Los Angeles. 
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CHRIS EVANS (Mr. Freezy) has recently emerged as one of Hollywood’s most 

in-demand actors for both big-budget and independent features. He was recently seen 

in mega-hit The Avengers opposite Robert Downey Jr., Samuel L. Jackson, Scarlett 

Johansson, Mark Ruffalo and Chris Hemsworth. 

Previously Evans starred in Joe Johnston’s action-adventure film Captain 

America: The First Avenger as the famed Marvel Comics character Steve Rogers, who 

transforms into Captain America after volunteering for a top-secret research project to 

defend America’s ideals. The film grossed more than $362 million at the worldwide box 

office.  

Evans starred in Adam and Mark Kassen’s indie film Puncture, portraying a drug 

addict who becomes involved in a legal battle between a safety-needle inventor and a 

medical-supply corporation with a monopoly. The film was based on a true story. 

Raised in Massachusetts, Evans began his acting career in theater before 

moving to New York, where he studied at the Lee Strasberg Institute. In 2007 Evans 

reprised the role of Johnny Storm, a.k.a. “The Human Torch,” in the summer action-hit 

Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer, which re-teamed him with original Fantastic 

Four cast-mates Jessica Alba, Michael Chiklis and Ioan Gruffudd. 

Other film credits include Mark Mylod’s comedy What’s Your Number? opposite 

Anna Faris; Edgar Wright’s action comedy Scott Pilgrim vs. the World, opposite Michael 

Cera; Sylvain White’s The Losers, with Jeffrey Dean Morgan and Zoe Saldana; Push, 

opposite Dakota Fanning; Street Kings, with Keanu Reeves and Forest Whitaker; 

Danny Boyle’s critically acclaimed Sunshine, with Cillian Murphy.  

Evans’ first cinematic role was in the 2001 hit comedic spoof Not Another Teen 

Movie. Other film credits include The Loss of a Teardrop Diamond, Cellular, The Perfect 

Score, Fierce People and the romantic drama London.  
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
 

ARIEL VROMEN (Director, Producer, Writer) has been the creative force 

behind numerous projects and is now making a name for himself as a filmmaker to 

watch when he wrote, produced and directed his first film, Jewel of the Sahara, starring 

Gerard Butler, the 17-minute short became a cult classic. Next he produced, wrote and 

directed his first full-length feature, Rx. Starring Colin Hanks, Eric Balfour and Lauren 

German, Rx was an official entry at the 2005 AFI Film Festival and has enjoyed a 

successful run on both Showtime and The Movie Channel. 

Vromen’s next feature was Danika, a psychological thriller that Vromen directed 

that starred Academy Award winner Marisa Tomei, Craig Bierko and Regina Hall. 

Opening at Cine Vegas and AFI in 2007, Danika won Best Picture and Best Actress 

awards at the San Diego Film Festival.  

Vromen produced and directed Skeptical, a documentary about Lior Suchard, a 

well-known mentalist who journeyed to Las Vegas and explored the power of the mind. 

He is currently writing and directing Toro and Snowdrops, based on the A.D. Miller 

novel.  

Originally from Israel, Vromen studied film at New York University and the Los 

Angeles Film School. In addition, he has a law degree from Kent University in the U.K. 

 
MORGAN LAND (Writer) previously collaborated with filmmaker Ariel Vromen 

on his first movie, Rx, starring Eric Balfour, Colin Hanks and Lauren German. Land and 

Vromen co-wrote the script. Land also served as assistant director on the 2001 short 

King of the Road. 

 
 A key figure in international independent cinema, EHUD BLEIBERG (Producer) 
has produced or executive produced more than 35 films over the past three 

decades. His extensive management and creative background have allowed him to 

develop, finance and produce films that run the gamut in terms of budget and genre.  

Bleiberg produced the international hit “The Band’s Visit,” which won more than 

40 awards, including the Coup de Couer at the Cannes Film Festival, and awards at the 
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Tokyo Munich, Copenhagen, Athens, Zurich, Warsaw, and Karlovy Vary film festivals. 

This was followed by “Adam Resurrected,” directed by legendary filmmaker Paul 

Schrader and starring Oscar nominees Jeff Goldblum and Willem Dafoe; TIFF official 

selection “The Assassin Next Door,” starring Olga Kurylenko; and the documentary 

“Precious Life,” which premiered at the Telluride and Toronto International Film 

Festivals to rave reviews and was shortlisted for that year’s Academy Awards.   

 Upcoming films include "In The Shadow Of The Horse,” a Prague-based noir with 

Sebastian Koch; "McCanick,” a cop thriller starring David Morse and Cory Monteith; 

comedic crime caper "Hunting Elephants" with Sir Patrick Stewart; and the Dolph 

Lundgren actioner “Battle of the Damned.” 

Prior to arriving in the U.S., Bleiberg produced several films in his native Israel. 

His feature "Himmo: King of Jerusalem" was an official selection in the Toronto, 

Chicago, and Edinburgh Film Festivals and received international acclaim. Bleiberg’s 

next film, "The Appointed,” enjoyed even more success as an official selection of the 

Cannes Film Festival. He then came to the U.S., establishing a production company in 

Beverly Hills. Early domestic productions include “The Soft Kill,” starring Carrie-Anne 

Moss, and “100 Girls,” with Jonathan Tucker and Katherine Heigl. 

Through the sales arm of his company, Bleiberg also focuses on the acquisition 

of film rights for distribution in the domestic and international marketplaces, in addition 

to the financing and production of motion pictures. The company currently houses a 

library of more than 80 titles. 

 

AVI LERNER (Producer) is the Chairman and founder of Nu Image, Inc., 

Millennium Films and all related companies. With more than 350 films to his credit, he is 

one of the most experienced, prolific and successful independent producers of our time.  

Born and raised in Haifa, Israel, Lerner began as manager of Israel’s first drive-in 

cinema. In 1979, Lerner anticipated the explosion of home video rental, which led to his 

pioneering the largest specialized video distribution company in Israel, and becoming a 

partner in the country’s largest theatrical distribution company.  

In 1984, he executive produced the remake of King Solomon’s Mines. He then 

sold his Israeli company and relocated to Johannesburg, South Africa, where he 
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founded the Nu Metro Entertainment Group. The company’s interests grew to include 

owned and operated theaters; a video distribution division representing top studios and 

independent companies; and a production arm that made over 60 features distributed 

worldwide by major studios. Lerner eventually sold Nu Metro to join MGM/United Artists.  

In 1992, he moved to Los Angeles and opened Nu Image, Inc., focusing on production 

and distribution for the home entertainment market. In 1996 he launched Millennium 

Films, which produces theatrical motion pictures.  

Under the Millennium Films label, Lerner has produced such films as 

Expendables 1 & 2, Rambo IV, Righteous Kill, Brooklyn’s Finest, and The Mechanic.  

The company’s forthcoming pictures include The Big Wedding, with Robert De Niro, 

Katherine Heigl, Diane Keaton, Susan Sarandon, Amanda Seyfried and Robin Williams; 

Gabriele Muccino’s Playing the Field starring Gerard Butler, Jessica Biel, Uma 

Thurman, Catherine Zeta-Jones and Dennis Quaid; and Lee Daniels’ The Paperboy, an 

official selection of the 2012 Cannes Film Festival starring Matthew McConaughey, Zac 

Efron, John Cusack and Nicole Kidman. 

 

DANNY DIMBORT (Executive Producer) began his entertainment career with 

the Israeli distribution company Golan-Globus Films and became managing director 

within two years. In 1980 he moved to Los Angeles to join Cannon Films as head of 

foreign sales. He then returned to Israel to produce several feature films prior to joining 

Cannon/Pathé back in Los Angeles, where he was in charge of distribution. President of 

international distribution at MGM until 1991, Dimbort then formed Nu Image with Avi 

Lerner and served as partner in charge of sales and marketing. 

 
Co-founder and CFO, TREVOR SHORT (Executive Producer) oversees legal, 

finance and administrative operations for Nu Image, Inc., Millennium Films and all 

related companies.  

Born in Harare, Zimbabwe, Short obtained a Bachelor of Law from the University 

of Rhodesia and an MBA at the University of Cape Town where he was awarded the 

Gold Medal. In 1980 Short entered the world of banking and commerce, joining 

Standard Chartered Merchant Bank in Harare as head of Corporate Finance, 
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responsible for takeovers, mergers and IPO’s. He then moved to Hill Samuel Merchant 

Bank in Johannesburg in 1984 as head of its Corporate Finance Division and 

subsequently to Investec Bank where he was responsible for eight IPOs on the 

Johannesburg Stock Exchange, as well as numerous mergers and acquisitions 

Short’s finance background led him to develop a tax based financing formula to produce 

motion pictures in South Africa.  He succeeded in procuring over $200 million from 

private investors to fund the production of international films made in South Africa. Much 

of the financing he secured was for films produced by Avi Lerner’s Nu Metro group for 

international film companies. He also became a consultant to the Government of South 

Africa regarding film incentive legislation.    

In 1989, Short left the banking sector to join Lerner as a shareholder in and Chief 

Executive of Nu Metro Entertainment Group in Johannesburg. He continued to arrange 

financing for Nu Metro’s film production and was directly involved in its expanding its 

theater chain. In 1991, Lerner and Short used proceeds from the sale of Nu Metro 

Entertainment Group to start a new studio in California. Nu Image, Inc. opened its doors 

in Los Angeles in 1992.   

Short’s expertise; in finance, law, investments, tax legislation, subsidies, 

international and domestic banking has been applied to the many foreign co-

productions undertaken by the Nu Image group over the years. This includes the 

development of Nu Boyana Studios in Bulgaria and Millennium Studios in Louisiana, 

both of which are full service production facilities available to the film industry and often 

used by Millennium Films. 

Short has served as producer or executive producer on nearly all Nu Image and 

Millennium Films productions since the beginning.   Recent films include The 

Expendables 1 & 2 and the forthcoming The Big Wedding, Playing the Field, and The 

Paperboy, a 2012 Cannes Film Festival Official Selection. 

  
BOAZ DAVIDSON (Executive Producer) is the Head of Development and 

Creative Affairs for Millennium Films. He has been with the firm and its parent company, 

Nu Image, Inc., since 1992. However, he is equally well known as the writer-director of 

the critically acclaimed worldwide hit film Lemon Popsicle, which debuted at the Berlin 
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Film Festival, receiving its Panorama Audience Award and spawning more than a dozen 

sequels.  

Davidson was born in Tel Aviv, Israel, graduated from London Film School, and 

moved to the United States in 1979. He joined Cannon Films, where he oversaw 

production on such films as: Going Bananas, Delta Force, American Cyborg, Salsa; and 

most notably an American version of Lemon Popsicle titled The Last American Virgin. 

Today both Israeli and American versions are considered cult classics. 

In 1992, Davidson joined Nu Image, Inc. co-founders and played an integral role 

forming the new independent studio. He continued to write, direct, and produce such 

films as Looking for Lola, Shadrach, and The Big Brass Ring.  In 1996, Nu Image 

formed Millennium Films, where Davidson has overseen the development and 

production of such films as The Expendables, Rambo IV, Righteous Kill, 16 Blocks, The 

Mechanic and Brooklyn's Finest and such forthcoming pictures as The Expendables 2, 

The Iceman, The Big Wedding, Playing the Field, and The Paperboy, an official 

selection of the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. 

 
Former Miramax Films and Warner Independent president MARK GILL 

(Executive Producer) was named President of Millennium Films in July 2011, with 

particular focus on development, packaging, production and marketing.   

Gill has 25 years of film business experience and a production track record of more than 

$1 billion at the box office.  

He most recently was the CEO and co-founder of The Film Department, an 

independent movie production and finance company, which produced the worldwide hit 

Law-Abiding Citizen. In the three prior years, Gill served as the founding president of 

Warner Independent Pictures. During his tenure, the company produced 15 films and 

earned 11 Oscar nominations, notably for March of the Penguins and Good Night, and 

Good Luck. 

Gill previously spent eight years at Miramax Films as President of 

Miramax/L.A.  He was involved in the production or acquisition of more than two dozen 

films, among them were The Talented Mr. Ripley, Central Station, Apocalypse Now 
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Redux, In the Bedroom, Amelie, The Quiet American, Frida, Rabbit-Proof Fence, City of 

God and Under the Tuscan Sun. 

He joined Miramax in 1994 and served three years as the company’s marketing 

chief, based in New York. Among the films he marketed: Pulp Fiction, Scream, Good 

Will Hunting, Trainspotting, The Postman/Il Postino, The English Patient, Life is 

Beautiful and Shakespeare in Love. 

Before joining Miramax, Gill worked for six years at Columbia and TriStar 

Pictures, culminating in a three-year tenure as Senior Vice President in the marketing 

department. He worked on such films as The Age of Innocence, Awakenings, Boyz N 

the Hood, Bram Stoker's Dracula, In the Line of Fire, A League of Their Own, The 

Prince of Tides, The Remains of the Day, A River Runs Through It, and Terminator 2. 

Prior to joining Columbia, Gill worked for nearly four years at Rogers & Cowan, the 

publicity agency. Before that, he served as a general assignment reporter for 

Newsweek magazine and for the Los Angeles Times. 

 

Founded in 2003 by James Franco, Vince Jolivette, and James’ manager Miles 

Levy, RABBIT BANDINI PRODUCTIONS has established a successful track record of 

making films that have performed financially, creatively and commercially both within 

the independent filmmaking community as well as in conjunction with major studios and 

foreign sales corporations. 

The company's projects have premiered internationally in the most prestigious 

film festivals, including Cannes, Sundance and Berlin, earning critical acclaim and 

accolades in each.         

Standouts thus far include the coveted 2010 Sundance opening night premiere 

of HOWL, a biography of iconic beat poet Alan Ginsberg, and the Teddy award winning 

THE FEAST OF STEPHEN in Berlin. With strong literary roots and a great appreciation 

for both innovative and classic novels, Rabbit Bandini is always seeking books for 

adaptation. Notable acquisitions include Stephen Elliot's THE ADDERAL DIARIES, and 

William Faulkner's AS I LAY DYING.           

           Rabbit Bandini has also produced, THE BROKEN TOWER, a biopic on iconic 

poet Hart Crane, and MALADIES, a quirky drama starring Franco and Catherine 
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Keener. As partners and executives in charge of production, James, Vince and Miles 

were an integral part of such films as HOWL, THE BROKEN TOWER and SAL playing 

an invaluable role in bringing the creative vision to the screen while supervising physical 

production. 

 Rabbit Bandini currently has 4 films in production, a biopic on Linda Lovelace 

starring Amanda Seyfried, Sarah Jessica Parker and Peter Sarsgaard; THE ICEMAN 

about notorious hit man Richard Kuklinski, an adaptation of Cormac McCarthy’s 

acclaimed book CHILD OF GOD (directed by Franco); and TAR starring Franco, Mila 

Kunis, Jessica Chastain and Zach Braff. Rabbit Bandini projects currently being 

developed include a biopic of one of the greatest football players ever, Joe Namath 

(played by Franco); and a Harmony Korine project titled SPRING BREAKERS starring 

Franco, Selena Gomez and Vanessa Hudgens.  

 

LATI GROBMAN (Executive Producer) is a Russian born producer who was 

raised in Israel and was exposed to an eclectic array of art as the daughter of famous 

artist Michail Grobman and Magazine editor Irina Grobman. Her upbringing inspired her 

to make films that would have a lasting impact worldwide. 

Grobman has produced over 24 films since 2001, among them, Righteous Kill 

starring Robert De Niro and Al Pacino, Cleaner starring Samuel L. Jackson, Ed Harris 

and Eva Mendes, the upcoming thriller The Iceman starring Michael Shannon, Winona 

Ryder and Chris Evans and the highly anticipated sequel, The Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre 3D. 

Amongst her producing credits, Grobman has produced several documentaries 

to satisfy her desire to always seek out the truth. Recently she produced “Resort 

Theresienstadt: From the Life of Vacationers” which tells the tale of the mock 

concentration camp Theresienstadt that the Nazi’s used as a front for all of the horrors 

that they committed in World War II.  

Grobman resides in Los Angeles, California where she is the CEO of the 

production company Campbell-Grobman Films. Grobman and her company have 

several features and documentaries slated for 2013. 
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LAURA RISTER oversees production at Untitled Entertainment in Los Angeles, 

she is also a principle in Waterfall Media the joint venture between Untitled and Cassian 

Elwes, and manages a short list of clients.  Laura was the Executive Producer of the 

Oscar nominated “Margin Call,” directed by JC Chandor starring Kevin Spacey, Paul 

Bettany, Stanley Tucci, Jeremy Irons, Zachary Quinto, Demi Moore and Simon 

Baker.  "Margin Call" was the winner of two Independent Spirit Awards.  Lionsgate and 

Roadside Attractions released the film in October 2011.  She also Executive Produced 

the upcoming John Hillcoat film “Lawless,” starring Shia Laboeuf, Tom Hardy, Guy 

Pearce, Gary Oldman, Jessica Chastain and Mia Wasikowska, which will be distributed 

by the Weinstein Company.   Her film "The Iceman" starring Michael Shannon, Chris 

Evans, Ray Liotta, James Franco and Winona Ryder will premiere at the upcoming 

Venice, Telluride and Toronto Film Festivals, and she is in post production on 

"Lovelace," about the famed porn icon turned anti-porn activist Linda Lovelace directed 

by Oscar winning filmmakers Jeffrey Friedman and Rob Epstein ("The Times of Harvey 

Milk," "Howl"), starring Amanda Seyfried and Peter Sarsgaard.  Rister is also in post 

production on JC Chandor's sophomore effort "All is Lost" starring Robert Redford for 

Lionsgate.  Next up, Rister is producing Matt Shakman's CUT BANK starring Armie 

Hammer, Ben Kingsley, John Malkovich, Michael Sheen and Theresa Palmer.  Her 

current slate of projects also includes:  "Apteros" a sci fi thriller starring Abbie Cornish, 

“Scar Tissue,” a one hour television drama being developed at FX network, based on 

Anthony Kiedis’ autobiography of the same name,  “Mulholland” a cable series about 

the birth of Los Angeles and William Mulholland, written by John Sayles and to star 

Chris Cooper for Fox Television Studios,  and a feature film biopic on legendary James 

Bond novelist “Ian Fleming" to be directed by Duncan Jones.    
During Miramax Films’ heyday, Rister served as Head of Casting and VP of 

Production and Development, overseeing casting on films such as “Shakespeare in 

Love,” “Chicago,” “Chocolat,” “Finding Neverland,” “Frida,” “Serendipity,’ and HBO’S 

“Project Greenlight.”  As a film executive she oversaw or worked on a number of films 

including Karen Moncrieff’s “Blue Car",“Undertaking Betty” starring Christopher Walken, 

Naomi Watts, Brenda Blethyn and Alfred Molina, and “Carolina” starring Shirley 

Maclaine and Julia Stiles.  
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Rister began her career in journalism, working at CNN in Washington DC on the 

political programs “Crossfire,” “Capital Gang,” “Reliable Sources” and “Inside Politics.” 

She graduated with Honors from the University of Michigan with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Political Science, focusing on international politics and communications/media. 

 
RENÉ BESSON (Executive Producer) has worked extensively with Millennium 

Films, serving as producer on director Simon West’s The Mechanic as well as the 

upcoming Stolen, starring Nicolas Cage and Josh Lucas, and Straight A’s, starring Anna 

Paquin. He was an executive producer on Stone, starring Robert De Niro, Drive Angry, 

with Nicolas Cage, Amber Heard and William Fichtner, as well as the upcoming Texas 

Chainsaw Massacre 3D.  

As a production executive for Millennium, Besson oversaw production on the 

box-office hit The Expendables, starring and directed by Sylvester Stallone, and 

Righteous Kill, starring Al Pacino and Robert De Niro. He also served as executive in 

charge of production on The Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call - New Orleans, starring 

Nicolas Cage, Leaves of Grass, starring Edward Norton, and Solitary Man, starring 

Michael Douglas. 

Over the course of his years in the film industry, Besson has also worked with 

other production companies. His credits as a producer include Until Death, Circadian 

Rhythm and Main Street. He was also the post-production manager on Imaginary 

Heroes and Manic. 

Originally from Miami, Besson has also worked as a producer and director on 

national promotion and branding campaigns for such clients as Sony Pictures 

Television, Telemundo, NBC, Bank of America, Subaru, Uni-Ball, Coca-Cola, Visa, Best 

Buy, Subaru, Budweiser, Sprint, Ready Pac, Kraft, TIAA CREF, and the 2004 and 2008 

Olympic Games. 

 

JOHN THOMPSON (Executive Producer) grew up in Rome where his fine body 

of work in the Italian film industry throughout the 1980s and 90s includes Franco 

Zeffirelli's Otello (two Oscar® nominations, Cannes Official Selection, American Critics 
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Award); Claude D'Anna's Salome (Cannes Official Selection); Lina Wertmuller's 

Camorra (four Donatello Awards, Berlin Film Fest official entry); Liliana Cavani's Berlin 

Interior (Donatello Award, Berlin Film Festival official selection); Paul Schrader's The 

Comfort of Strangers (Cannes Official Selection); Ivan Passer's Haunted Summer 

(Venice Film Festival Official Selection); Jerzy Skolimowski's Torrents of Spring 

(Cannes Official Selection) and Giuseppe Tornatore's Everybody's Fine (Cannes Official 

Selection). 

Thompson returned to Los Angeles to helm production for Millennium Films in 

1998. Films he has produced or co-produced for Millennium include American Perfekt 

written and directed by Paul Chart (Cannes Official Selection); Susanna Styron's 

Shadrach (Venice Official Selection); Some Girl from Rory Kelly (Best Director Award, 

LA Independent Film Festival); Audrey Wells' Guinevere; George Hickenlooper's Big 

Brass Ring, as well as Prozac Nation, Nobody's Baby, The Replicant, Try Seventeen, 

Undisputed and other successful productions. 

Continuing as Millennium’s Head of Production, Thompson has gone on to 

produce The Mechanic, The Expendables, Brooklyn's Finest, Righteous Kill, Rambo IV 

and soon to be released The Expendables 2, The Big Wedding, Playing the Field and 

Stolen. 

 
As Vice President of Acquisitions & Development for Bleiberg Entertainment, 

NICHOLAS DONNERMEYER (Associate Producer) is responsible for seeking out 

new films and projects for the company’s ever-growing library of titles. 

He will next be executive producing "McCanick," a gritty cop thriller starring David 

Morse and Cory Monteith; "Battle of the Damned,” a sci-fi action film starring Dolph 

Lundgren; and “Hunting Elephants,” a comedic crime film with Sir Patrick Stewart. 

  Previously, Donnermeyer served as associate producer on “Ingenious” a true 

story comedy starring Jeremy Renner and Dallas Roberts; William Bonin biopic 

“Freeway Killer” with Michael Rooker; and the horror comedy “Dance of the Dead,” 

which premiered at SXSW before being released by Lionsgate and Sam Raimi’s Ghost 

House Underground. He also co-produced a series of genre films for Bleiberg’s 

Compound B label including “Episode 50,” “Necromentia” and “Robotropolis.” 
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Additionally, Donnermeyer oversaw various facets of development and production as an 

executive on Paul Schrader’s “Adam Resurrected” starring Jeff Goldblum and Willem 

Dafoe; Danny Lerner’s “The Assassin Next Door” starring Olga Kurylenko; and David 

Ondricek’s “In the Shadow of the Horse” with Sebastian Koch. 

 

HAIM MAZAR (Music) is Hollywood-based film composer who scored biopic 

thriller "The Iceman" - starring Michael Shannon, Winona Ryder, Ray Liotta and Chris 

Evans. His other most recent film and TV include "On the Inside" - starring Nick Stahl 

and Olivia Wilde and music for MTV's hit reality show "Teen Mom". During the years 

2008-2010 Haim had worked extensively with world-renowned film composer John 

Frizzell (Office Space, Alien-Resurrection) with which he co-produced and orchestrated 

the epic score for Screen Gem’s film “Legion” - starring Paul Bettany. Haim also worked 

as an orchestrator, music programmer and pianist for other titles including “Shelter” - 

starring Julianne Moore, “The Roommate” - starring Leighton Meester and Minka Kelly, 

and the hit TV show “The Office” to name a few. Born in the US and raised in Israel, 

Haim discovered music at the age of 5. With extensive classical piano training at the 

Givataim music conservatory in Israel from, he graduated with honors. While working 

and touring with Israel’s top artists as a session keyboardist and musical director, Haim 

continued his musical education at the Katzanelson high school music program and the 

Rimon school of music. In 2005 Haim relocated to Boston, Massachusetts in order to 

complete his college degree at Berklee College of Music where he received his BA 

degree majoring in Film Scoring and graduated Summa Cum Laude. While at Berklee, 

Haim had won many awards for outstanding musical achievements and has been 

involved with many high profile projects as a composer, conductor, arranger and pianist 

around the US, including performances and TV appearances with artists such as 

Christopher Guest, Gloria Estefan, Jeffery Osborn and U2 guitarist The Edge.  

 

DANNY RAFIC (Editor) previously edited Ariel Vromen’s features Rx and 

Danika. He also edited Brian Hacker’s Bart Got A Room. He is also a visual effects 

editor, having recently completed The Avengers and 2013’s G.I. Joe: The Rise of 

Cobra. 
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While working his way up the ranks of the editorial department, Rafic served as 

assistant editor on such films as James Gray’s The Yards, We Were Soldiers, A Man 

Apart, The Passion of the Christ and Fantastic Four, among others. 

 

BOBBY BUKOWSKI (Director of Photography) is a prolific cinematographer 

with more than 50 movies to his credit. His most recent credits include Struck by 

Lighting, starring Dermot Mulroney, Christina Hendricks and Sarah Hyland, and Mighty 

Fine, starring Chazz Palminteri and Andie MacDowell.  

Other recent films include The Ledge, for director Matthew Chapman, which 

premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2011, Christopher Browne’s Ghett’a Life and 

Oren Moverman’s critically acclaimed Rampart, starring Woody Harrelson and Ben 

Foster. Bukowski’s first film with Moverman was The Messenger, also starring 

Harrelson and Foster.  

Some of his other noteworthy feature films are Amy Redford’s The Guitar, Nancy 

Savoca’s Dogfight, John Madden’s Ethan Frome, Disney’s Tom and Huck, Mark 

Pellington’s Arlington Road, Brian Dannelly’s Saved! and Kari Skogland’s The Stone 

Angel, which earned him a Genie nomination for Best Cinematography. Bukowski also 

shot episodes for the first season of Showtime’s hit series “Weeds.” 

Born in New York City, Bukowski attended SUNY Stony Brook, securing his 

master’s degree in biochemistry. Prior to medical school, he left the U.S. for extensive 

travel in Europe and Asia, landing a job as a photographer’s assistant in Paris. Soon 

thereafter, he was enlisted to archive a Tibetan Buddhist pilgrimage, led by the Dalai 

Lama, to all the sacred Buddhist sites along the Ganges River. The experience led to 

his love of filming and filmmaking. 

Returning home, Bukowski entered the graduate film program at NYU’s Tisch 

School of the Arts, where he received his master of fine arts degree. He financed his 

schooling by working as a bike messenger. Armed with a still camera, Bukowski honed 

his sense of composition and lighting while biking through New York’s crowded city 

streets. 
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NATHAN AMONDSON (Production Designer) started his career behind the 

camera in feature films as a storyboard and concept artist. During this time, he worked 

on such Hollywood blockbusters as Legally Blonde, Ella Enchanted and The Italian Job. 

Amondson then transitioned into production design, working with director Wim 

Wenders on Land of Plenty, which debuted in competition at the Venice Film Festival in 

2004. He followed up with Don’t Come Knocking, which competed at the Cannes Film 

Festival in 2005 and earned Amondson a nomination for Best Production Design at the 

German Film Awards.  

Other credits as production designer include Blood: The Last Vampire, Tekken, 

Drive Angry and Trespass. His latest project is Fire with Fire, starring Josh Duhamel 

and Bruce Willis. 

 

DONNA ZAKOWSKA (Costume Designer) is an Emmy Award-winning 

costume designer. In addition to her work in film, television and theater, she’s created 

the costumes for the Big Apple Circus over the course of nine seasons and the 

wardrobe for one of Mick Jagger’s concert tours, among other productions. In 2009 the 

New York chapter of Women in Film & Television honored Zakowska for her 

contributions to the industry. 

Her first feature film was John Turturro’s directorial debut, Mac. She went on to 

design the costumes for such movies as Search and Destroy, Harriet the Spy, The 

Pallbearer, Polish Wedding, Forces of Nature, Illuminata, One True Thing, Invisible 

Circus, Original Sin, Kate and Leopold, Romance and Cigarettes, Then She Found Me, 

Bunraku, Rehearsal for a Sicilian Tragedy, Someday This Pain Will Be Useful to You 

and Bless Me Ultima. 

For the small screen, Zakowska created the costumes for HBO’s historical 

miniseries “John Adams.” She won the Emmy Award and the Costume Designers Guild 

Award for her designs. She also designed the costumes for HBO’s critically acclaimed 

“Empire Falls.”  

Her theater work is extensive and has included projects with directors Fernando 

Arrabal, Martha Clarke, Eve Ensler, Richard Foreman, John Kelly, Harry Kondoleon, 

William H. Macy, Tom O’Horgan, Roman Paska, Carey Perloff, Steve Reich and Julie 
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Taymor. Her most recent projects are Martha Clarke’s “Angel Reapers” at the Joyce, 

Roman Paska’s “Schoolboy Play” at the National Theatre of Portugal and Broadway’s 

“Relatively Speaking,” a trilogy of plays directed by Woody Allen, Ethan Coen and 

Elaine May, and John Turturro. 

Zakowska studied dance and painting at Columbia University in New York and 

the École des Beaux Arts in Paris. She graduated from the Yale School of Drama. 

 

 

 


